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Selected Ecosystem Services Aggregated Value
Carbon Storage, Groundwater Recharge, Flood Control and Water Purification ³1 in = 2 m iles

Map P repared  by
Th e Conservation Fund , 2014.
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services

$6.4 Billion

About th is Map
GIV Version 2.3 provid es an estim ate of th e 
ec onom ic  benefits of th e Ch ic ag o Wild erness 
Green Infrastruc ture Vision th at c an be reliably 
m easured .
Th is m ap represents th e c om bined  ec onom ic  
value of four ec osystem  servic es: Water Flow  
Reg ulation /Flood  Control, Water P urific ation,
Ground w ater Rec h arg e, and  Carbon Storag e. 
Th ese four servic es along  c onservatively 
c ontribute m ore th an $6 billion per year in 
ec onom ic  value to th e 7-c ounty CMAP  reg ion. 
(In c om parison, th e GDP  of th e Ch ic ag o 
Metropolitan Statistic al Area (w h ic h  m ostly 
overlaps th e 7 c ounties) w as $586 billion in 2013.) 
And  th is m ay und erc ount th e total value sinc e 
th is estim ate is only from  ec osystem  servic es 
th at c ould  be reliably m easured , and  th is total 
d oes not inc lud e any of th e ec onom ic  ac tivity 
supported  by th e reg ion’s rec reation and  
ec otourism  infrastruc ture.
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