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PLANNING
PROCESS

DECISION MAKERS

Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATYS) is designated
by the governor of Illinois, in agreement with the region’s
local elected officials, as the Metropolitan Planning
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Preparation of the 2030 RTP is central to CATS’ role in
this agreement, while NIPC provided the socioeconomic
data on which the 2030 RTP is based and substantiated

many of the RTP’s broad policy goals through their

Common Ground comprehensive regional planning process.
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PARTICIPATION AND

INVOLVEMENT

Participants in Shared Path 2030 included elected officials,
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low-income neighborhoods, an expanded presence on the
World Wide Web and a direct telephone hotline.
Production of two widely aired videos describing the
transportation planning process and the RTP
recommendations resulted in several hundred residents

INTENT, SCOPE THE PROCESS CONTINUES

AND CONSTRAINTS

* The intent of the RTP is to promote efficient travel

Transportation planning is an ongoing activity. New
needs arise, new information becomes available, regional

priorities change. CATS has begun work on the 2030
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* Attend CATS meetings. All CATS committee and

task force meetings are open to the public. Check
www.catsmpo.com/events for upcoming meeting

|

Organization (MPO) for northeastern Illinois.

regional and local planning agencies, civic and advocacy

taking the time to register their opinions regarding the

behavior and accommodate it. It is also the intent of the

RTP Update, a 3- to 5-year process. Here’s how
interested citizens can have a voice in the region’s future:

organizations, transportation implementers and dates and agendas.

i d resid fth : RTP to promote an efficient urban economy and sustain it.
providers and residents of the region.

region’s transportation future. Each comment received was
made available to all Shared Path 2030 participants.

COMMON THEMES

Shared Path 2030 drew from common themes heard
around the region:

The Work Program Committee oversees the
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)
Committee. Members of this

committee represent the following
organizations and interests:

The CATS Policy Committee consists of representatives
from the State of Illinois, the City of Chicago, the six
counties, the more than 270 suburban municipalities and

Comprehensive Planning The RTP’s recommendations are “regional”: the effects

e Common Ground: is a pioneering regional
process that is bringing the Chicago region
te a shared vision for our common future.

* Join a CATS task force. Policy-level staff from the

of local transportation decisions are so intertwined that region’s transportation agencies participate in CATS at

Shared Path 2030 benefited greatly
from direct involvement by elected
officials. Members of Congress,
members of the Illinois
General Assembly, as well
as elected county and
municipal officials
provided valued input
and leadership.

* Join the CATS mailing list to receive periodic notices
of CATS news, activities or events (e-mail CATS at
information@catsmpo.com or call 312-793-3460).

they require consolidated and coordinated action within
a larger context to achieve change.

key providersandlopee L all levels, including task forces. Each task force has 50%

listing of Policy Committee members is included on the of its membership reserved for active, involved citizens.

back pagitor NI, * Illinois Department of

Transportation

4 ‘o« ». . Check www.catsmpo.com for a list of task forces.
Advacacy Planning The RTP’s timeframe is “long range”: making changes at
e Chicago Metropolis 2020: raises the
challenge of more closely linking regional

land use and transportation planning.

* Join the Shared Path 2030 e-mail listserve to receive

a regional level takes many years to bring about, which is ) .
ongoing notices of the Shared Path 2030 update process.

why this plan projects out to the year 2030. The RTP is
updated every 3-5 years to ensure that the understanding

e Business Leaders for * More and better integrated public transit
Transportation’s Critical Cargo: a joint
effort by Metropolitan Planning

Council, Chicagoland Chamber of
Commerce and Metropolis 2020; makes
3 major recommendations for improving

freight movement in the region.

The CATS Policy Committee carries out its The recommendations appearing in the 2030 RTP will go

responsibilities through the support of the Work Program
Committee (members listed on back page), which

* Regional
Transportation

Authority

Visit www.catsmpo.com, click on Shared Path 2030, through extensive evaluation and planning phases in the
look for How do I participate. There you will

find instructions for signing up for this

* Better land use and transportation integration

e Center for Neighborhood Technology’s years to come. Concerned citizens should attend

Connecting Communities outreach: provides
effective communication of transportation
concerns at a community level.

. . : . . : : and interpretation of regional needs, problems and
coordinates the activities of numerous committees, More bicycle and pedestrian options : ] ublic meetings, comment to the agenc
available solutions are current and correct p 25, gency
* Northeastern .

Illinois Planning
Commission

subcommittees and task forces reporting to it. The Policy e-mail service.
Committee also works closely with the City of Chicago

and the Council of Mayors Executive Committee, which

* Better services for seniors and people with disabilities responsible for each project, talk to

Perhaps most of all,
Shared Path 2030
benefited from the
direct involvement of
many residents of the
region. Making long-
range planning
interesting and relevant
to someone who simply
wants to “get there” is a
challenge. As shown in the

The RTP is principally concerned with “regular daily

elected officials and stay informed.

GET INVOLVED
AND STAY INVOLVED

Several advocacy and community organizations
have active transportation planning agendas and
programs. These groups can help refine individual

transportation concerns into an effective public

voice in the planning process. For example, see
the Center for Neighborhood Technology’s
“Comments on the 2030 Regional
Transportation Plan” on the
enclosed CD.

* Improved freight management travel”: the plan assesses the demands placed on our Links to the major transportation

Strategic Planning

e The Pace Vision 2020 Plan: envisions a e [ake County Year 2020 Transportation
network of service that provides public Priority Plan: complements RTP
transportation to everyone in northeastern recommendations with a long-range

Illinois. improvement plan for county-level
highway, transit and bicycle transportation.

consists of two mayoral representatives from each of 11
regional councils.

Sl S transportation system by the workers and businesses that

Toll Highway
Authority

* Safety, with special reference to pedestrians providers and agencies can be

sustain our region’s economic health, while at the same found at www.catsmpo.com.

Click on Links.

* Improved traffic congestion management time assessing the need to preserve and improve the

During late 2000, CATS, the Northeastern Illinois
Planning Commission (NIPC), the Regional
Transportation Authority and the Illinois Department of
Transportation agreed on the broad objectives and
responsibilities associated with long-range land use and

: community and environmental attributes that contribute
* Chicago

Department of
Transportation

e Chicago Regional Environmental and
Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) plan:
generated by a partnership including
the State of lllinois, City of Chicago
and the freight and passenger
railroad industry; proposes to
improve rail performance, ease
traffic congestion, increase
safety and improve the
efficiency of goods
movement.

: : to our region’s quality of life.
e City of Chicago Central Area Plan:
envisions by the year 2020 a beautiful,
dynamic urban center known
worldwide as a hub of business,
higher education and culture.

The RTP is constrained by available financial resources
and air quality requirements. Federal transportation

* Counties

transportation planning for northeastern Illinois. planning rules require that the RTP demonstrate

timeline below, area citizens
participated in many ways
throughout Shared Path 2030. In
addition to two sets of well-publicized
community meetings, Shared Path 2030
included focused outreach among
community leaders in minority and

e DuPage Transit System Plan:
proposes a seamless public
transportation plan to
service the county’s
travel needs.

consistency between proposed transportation

* Council of Mayors
« Class I Railroads 1nvestme.nts an.d prOJectec.l transpo'rtatlon revenues, and
tederal air quality regulations require that the RTP

* Private Transit Providers conform with state air quality goals.

The intensive work invested by these
: committees in Shared Path 2030 is
; i _ I ] summarized in the timeline below.

Examples of other regional planning
efforts that benefited Shared Path 2030

2030 RTP recommendations are
presented to public on television and
at community meetings

Destination 2020
planning process ends

Shared Path 2030
planning process hegins

Draft goals and transportation
proposals are presented to
public at community meetings
around the region

CATS open house, NIPC public
hearings, formal public
comment period held

2030 RTP Update begins 2030 Update

completed

Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission,
Regional Transportation Authority and
CATS Policy Committee approve 2030 RTP

US Department of Transportation
approves Transportation
Improvement Program and air
quality conformity determination

l

Key planning themes
are identified

Long-range goals and
objectives are drafted

Transportation proposals
are received from
throughout the region

Future regional
scenarios are evaluated

Financial and air quality
constraints are tested

LATE SUMMER/FALL 2003 OCTOBER 2003 SPRING 2004

2006

JUNE 2001 JULY/AUGUST 2002

2030 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 2030 REGION/

APRIL/MAY 2003

TRANSPORTATION PLAN 20%‘) REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 2030 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION
AKING

[

ECOMMENDATIONS

Shared Path 2030 employed a broad-based approach to determine the RTP’s
official set of goals. Basic urban planning themes were composed from a
combination of technical evaluation, policy research and participant dialogue.
Examining these early during Shared Path 2030 provided a context within
which meaningful regional transportation goals could be stated.

(1) REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIES

Management and operation strategies

Management and operation strategies consist of

The RTP presents its
recommendations in three parts:

(1) Regional Transportation Strategies,
(2) Strategic Regional Systems and
(3) Major Capital Projects. Shared
Path 2030’s task was to develop a
balanced multimodal transportation
plan. Fortunately, the region has
maintained a commitment to this
balance for decades. In addition, the
RTP recommends that, regardless of
the pace at which any strategy or
project moves toward implementation,
goals of multimodal balance and
regional socioeconomic equity

be maintained.

Regional strategies were most intensively evaluated in

EVALUATING
FUTURE REGIONAL
SCENARIOS

To help develop plan recommendations, Shared Path 2030
formulated four future regional scenarios by which to
consider the effects of proposed transportation solutions.

Specific evaluation measures played a variety of roles in the plan development process, but

the service-intensive and system-intensive scenario

evaluations. These strategies provide general policy integrating and coordinating transportation facilities and

guidance in two areas: community and environmental service to improve transportation system performance. CONTEXT-SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS
The RTP recommends sensitivity to the effects transportation
facilities have on the natural environment and better integration of
these facilities into the communities they serve. Important principles of
context-sensitive solutions include safety for both travelers and the
community; minimal disruption of community quality; and placing equal
importance on both transportation’s harmony with the values of the area and
improved mobility and accessibility.

strategies, and management and operation strategies. The RTP gives guidance on maintenance and

Regional Transportation Challenges

A range of identified challenges was examined in depth through intensive workshops attended by topic

. ] ] reconstruction of major highways and rail transit, with
Community and environmental strategies

Community strategies recommend offering a variety of

special emphasis on highway auxiliary lanes and

interchanges, interface with local communities during

experts, agency and organization representatives, CATS task force members and interested citizens.

transportation choices to communities, making road improvement projects, track/signal and rail yard

The following transportation planning “problem statements” emerged during 12 months of

. Lo transportation improvements that support existing and
these investigations:

improvements, grade separations and maximizing use of
planned land uses, encouraging compact land intelligent transportation systems (I'TS) for both highway

development, and planning and designing improvements

TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

and transit improvements. The need for zransportation

* Mobility and accessibility:
Regional transportation policies, systems and projects affect mobility
and accessibility.

that are sensitive to community context. Environmental yy_gz‘g;n »ygféz‘y 1s recognized} and the RTP outlines a range

Goal:

The RIP also recommends that special emphasis be placed on transit-
oriented development. Transit-oriented development around train stations
and bus stops encourages people to use public transportation. The
purpose of transit-oriented development is to build active and
convenient centers that link people to jobs as well as to
commercial, retail and entertainment activities, and to
reduce the need for multiple, longer-
distance trips.

strategies focus on ways in which transportation facilities of recommendations related to the safety and security of

can enhance environmental quality by promoting the system for both motorized and non-motorized users.

. . : . ; connections to greenways; protecting wetlands i > “Safe S ” safe i
primarily they were intended to improve understanding of how the transportation system - - greetiways; protecting w ’ These include “Safe Routes to School,” safety for seniors

* Commercial goods movement:

the system we already have
Efficient movement of goods requires strategic transportation

groundwater recharge and threatened and endangered and persons with disabilities and shared-use design and

works and illustrate the relative contributions of the various transportation proposals in , _ S . . )
achieving the plan’s goals and objectives. The four scenarios were examined not to “pick” a species; reducing deterioration of habitat quality; and pedestrian safety. The RTP also makes strategy

tmprovements as well as more thorough incorporation of freight issues making transportation improvements in accordance with

Obyjectives:
* Repair
* Rebuild

* Manage and operate

. . . : single approach, but to compare resulting evaluation measures and adopt principles from recommendations related to rail, highway and intermodal
into the comprehensive transportation planning process.

NIPC’s model environmental ordinances. freight, as well as congestion management and transit

each scenario. The four scenarios are described below. i e
seroice COO?’U’Z?’lﬂfZUn.

* Land use and transportation relationships:

The transportation system can be used to promote efficient land use. (1) Service-intensive:

Non-capital-intensive transportation strategies that improve user benefits under existing

. . management, operations and capacity conditions. These strategies have the added benefit
e Community planning: g » Op pacity g

Regional transportation policy affects the success of
community planning efforts. Coordinated community

of allowing quick adjustments to service in response to changes in the needs or

composition of users. Examples of these kinds of strategies include transit-oriented The RTP recommends these strategic improvements to the region’s

transit system:

(2) STRATEGIC REGIONAL SYSTEMS

The 2030 RTP provides strategic guidance for four regional systems: arterials,

. .. : development, ITS (Intelligent Transportation System) communications, transit and
planning can support achieving regional goals. ) S 1 . : .
intermodal coordination, bus and rail service upgrades, bicycle accommodations, walkable

For arterial improvements, extensions, bypasses and major collectors, this

intersections and electronic fare and toll payment. * Traffic signal priority systems for bus transit vehicles regionwide.

Goal:

* Social equity:

Communities that are traditionally

Goal:

transit, bicycle and pedestrian, and freight. Strategic systems were guidance includes such recommendations as consolidated entrances or

most intensively evaluated in the system-intensive and system- * Additional service on existing bus and rail routes, particularly off-peak
additions scenario evaluations. The RTP emphasizes a

“shared-use” linkage of these systems and believes the

(2) System—intensive° frontage roads, limited use of new traffic signals, transit

under-served and under-represented need o . .. ol (Bt oy .
Low-capital-intensive strategies in which limited capital improvements and operation

and reverse commute.

Help

the region’s vision and values

accommodation, pedestrian and bicycle accommodation and a

special consideration in regional balance between access to individual land uses and optimal

how the overall system works
traffic flow.

changes to the existing system are introduced. System improvements for any mode are

transportation decisions. * Additional transfer capacity and improved coordination at high-

SHARED-USE PRINCIPLES
The RTP's recommendations for each of the strategic
systems are embodied in the principles of a “shared-use”
transportation system. A shared-use facility is one that through
construction or design specifically encourages and
accommodates safe and efficient use by pedestrians, bicycles,
buses, autos and trucks. While the primary function remains
movement of people and goods, shared-use design encourages
use by all. Shared-use principles highlight pedestrian and
bicyclist safety, small-scale design considerations,
providing convenient pedestrian access to buses and
traffic priority to transit vehicles, and maintaining
economic development potential by
accommodating commercial
vehicles.

region is better served by more fully integrating
arterial, transit, bicycle, pedestrian and commercial
goods movement. Recommendations for each

ically made in response to the need to make strategic changes in facility operations or . .
typically P 8 8 ty op demand connection points.

Obyjectives:
» Natural environment
* Economic development
* Social equity
* Community development

* Public health and safety

Obyjectives:
* Better efficiency
* Compatibility with

local land uses

» Affordable

transportation choices

in response to changes in technology or demand patterns. Examples of these kinds of The RTP also supports introducing new arterial

* Natural environment:
Transportation decisions should promote
the quality of the natural environment.

strategies include neighborhood streets, ITS management, freight rail management, structures, such as river (or other natural feature)

strategic system are summarized below. * Additional park-and-ride facilities to encourage increased transit use.

shared-use arterial design, new bus lines and transit stations, bike and sidewalk networks, crossings to relieve congestion and improve access,

new expressway interchanges and high-occupancy-vehicle lanes. rail/arterial grade separations to reduce conflicts and

. f : Varterial orad : * New bus and paratransit service to currently unserved areas.
* Transportation management improve safety, arterial/arterial grade separations to
and operations:

Technological advances can improve traveler

The RTP recommends strategies that improve

(3) System additions:

Capital-intensive strategies in which capacity additions are made to existing major

improve traffic flow and reduce congestion, bicycle and

the performance of arterial roads, with * Bus routes with limited stops that run longer distances.

emphasis on providing congestion relief and
better integrating use of the region’s entire

pedestrian grade separations to improve access and
promote safety and expressway/tollway interchanges to
improve access and support economic development by

informati d fusili tion. Resional highways and rail facilities. These may result in net new capacity or in existing capacity C v cireul hat all ! . b .
information and facility operation. Regiona. . o . . . .
Y o g retrofitted for another function. System additions are made in response to capacity ommunity circulators that atlow an alternafive to short auto trips

transportation policy should consider the
opportunities presented by management and
operations planning.

transportation system. The plan provides specific

* Better freight
movement

deficiencies that result from established growth patterns or changing demand patterns. allowing commercial goods to move more efficiently.

* Short rail extensions and additional sidings to improve existing rail
operating efficiency.

guidance in four areas: arterial improvements and
capacity expansion; arterial extensions, bypasses and
major collectors; new arterial bridges, grade separations and

interchanges; and a set of designated Strategic Regional Arterials (SRAs).

Examples include context-sensitive community, environmental and management and Because of the cost and right-of-way requirements of such new

operations strategies, as well as new arterials, bus rapid transit, rail transit extensions and structures, the RTP recommends that such projects be fully

expressway lane additions. coordinated with adjacent and affected jurisdictions.

* Public health and safety:
Regional transportation policy should address public health

and safety concerns.

* Expanded regional network of local, feeder and express buses.

(4) System expansion:
Capital-intensive strategies in which significant new

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION GOALS

The RTP recommends strategic improvements to shared-use facilities that
foster “routine accommodation” of pedestrian and bicycle design in all
transportation projects and services. This includes pursuing improvements
that support bicycle and pedestrian access to transit and providing bicycle

segments to the region’s major highway and passenger rail
system are introduced with the intent of accommodating or

(3) MAJOR CAPITAL PROJECTS

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

The 2030 RTP identifies a number of regional concerns that can be addressed through
future transportation investment. Primary among these is maintaining and improving the
integrity of our existing transportation system.

managing forecasted growth. These
proposals fundamentally change the

Major capital projects were most intensively evaluated in the and pedestrian travel information and promotion as part of larger management

and operation strategies applied to the entire transportation system.

2030 REGIONAL ASSESSMENT

way travelers use the transportation
system, and they have the potential to
induce significant land use changes.

system-additions and system-expansion scenario evaluations.
A major capital project recommendation’s appearance in the RTP

The RTP also acknowledges NIPC’s Regional Greenways Plan and the
comprehensive regional bicycle and pedestrian planning process, Soles and
Spokes, which includes a regional inventory of county and local plans and
strategies. The RTP anticipates that Soles and Spokes will provide additional
strategic guidance in support of routine accommodation, shared use and

1s based on consensus that:

Because of their large scale, these
proposals are subject to elaborate
financing, design, engineering and
environmental reviews. Examples

Environmental

The future regional
Sensitivity

scenarios were

McHenry County - Lake Counity:

Maintaining the Existing Transportation System

$41 Billion

* Building the project can improve the performance of the

transportation system and mobility and accessibility for travelers.

)

174% 135%

Pl H H include new regional boulevards . - . - . : : : o
T evaluated in light |t BBl + There s commitment o stady progess o implementin e
h ) B} . . - , . . 7
160%‘ s 131,‘.% I 0f s 0 c ia e c 0 ” 0 m ic and rapid transit facilities. the project in support of the plan’s goals and objectives. mobility, land use and travel patterns that accompany growth.
Employment _-Emp aﬁnt y

By providing multimodal transportation options to more industrial and
commercial businesses, the economic benefits to the region from its position
as the nation’s freight transportation hub can be realized. The following

* The project enjoys support among Shared Path 2030 ST U R RN

environmental
Jjustice and
environmental
sensitivity
considerations.

The evaluation of these scenarios

Py

. : articipants and the public.
showed that, in general, non-capital- participants anc the pubic
Improvement and expansion of the four strategic regional systems
(arterial, transit, bicycle and pedestrian and freight) should occur

under the RTP’s multimodal “shared-use” guidance.

J Kane CoiintYQég:

intensive approaches improve
mobility and accessibility by
improving the performance of the

strategies may be achieved through the provision of new capital assets, along

* Consensus regarding solutions to identified project concerns ] S ) D ..
with the modernization and improved utilization of existing assets:

can be reached through further evaluation, study and discussion.

177%

existing system in established parts of
Households

* Coordinate freight rail operations with commuter rail service and

To gain broad support for the major capital projects, Shared Path
infrastructure projects.

Committed Recommendations

$1.3 Billion

The RTP includes major capital projects for which
there is already a funding commitment in place.

| DuPage County '~ : N
e aEs 1 the region. Capital-intensive S
i t o | [T 2030 sought to balance capital investment among all modes;

t64s, | 11
Hiiusehaﬂ;s 48

Employment

i 0 Employn

approaches also improve system
performance, particularly by reducing
traffic congestion and providing new

balance mobility and accessibility benefits among all racial,
* Reduce rail/highway grade crossing conflicts by providing grade separations

and at-grade safety improvements.

ethnic and socioeconomic groups; provide transportation

] - i improvements to all parts of the region; and include discussion
transit choices in developing areas. In

regarding the need to mitigate potential negative environmental System Recommendations

';L, — x all cases, context-sensitive community, e
b IO . and community impacts. $1.9 Billion
Kendall County | Will Coutity L d environmental and management and .
L i Legend egen operations strategies can be used to “System recommendations” are major capital proposals

(pprtion)

that can be implemented in a shorter time frame, and

improve travel choices and typically add capacity and service to existing facilities.

community quality.

Environmentally Sensitive Area

Minority / Low-Income Concentrations

1114% Mapping the Major Capital Projects e

I!_Dll‘gfbti!ds L - Higher Sensitivity The full foldout of this summary on the reverse side lists and Project Recommendations
i Jdf 6 maps the RTP’s major capital project recommendations. ‘ 4 Billion
2030 Forecasted Enjp?aenin ¢ 2030 Household and Employment A $3. g
5 (per square mile) cpe o ns” are comprised of major capital proposals for which consensus
Growth in Households - 2l Lower Sensitivity alternative, but for which project studies, design, acquisition and
and Employm e nt @ <250 Xpected to require many years of concentrated effort to complete.
(% increase from 250 - 2500 Corridor Recommendations

2000 to 2030)

$3.7 Billion

“Cortidor recommendations” are comprised of individual or sets of
 projects for which significant further planning work is necessary.
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