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northeastern illinois
400 West Madison Street Chicago, lllinois 60606

October 1, 1988

- To the Public Officials and Citizens of Northeastern

Illinois:

I am pleased to present the Model Stream and Wetland
Protection Ordinance recommended for consideration by
local governments in northeastern Illinois.

Enactment and enforcement of this or a similar ordinance
can help preserve the benefits provided by natural
streams, wetlands and other water bodies. Given our
current and past investment in wastewater treatment
facilities, it is not sound public policy to discharge
clean water into channels that cannot support life or
provide aesthetic or recreational benefits. Given the
costs of building and maintaining remedial flood and
stormwater control facilities we need to take maximum
advantage of the management capabilities offered by
natural floodplains, streams and wetlands.

While this model ordinance is not a complete solution

to the region's stream and wetland resource management
problems, it does represent an important component of an
overall strategy. The adoption of such-an ordinance by
municipal and county governments is an important step in
preserving the environmental quality and attractiveness
of the region. )

Sincerely,

Charlie A. Thurston:
. . President
CAT:ca
enclosure
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INTRCDUCTION

This is one of a series of planning aids and manuals prepared by
the Northeastern Illinois: Planning Commission (NIPC) as a service
to local governments. :

The streams, wetlands and other surface water resources of
northeastern Illinois compose one of the region's greatest
assets. In their natural state these areas provide water
guality, flood and stormwater, habitat, recreational and
aesthetic benefits. Modification of streams, floodplains,

and wetlands has altered or destroyed the natural conditions

of over half the streams and the vast majority of the wetlands

in northeastern Illinois. This has an adverse impact on the
region's environment and negatively affects the region's economic
development potential as well.

Since state and federal regulations are not adequate currently
to protect these resources, local regulation is all the more
important. Such regulation is within the police power authority
granted to local government. It is also at the local level that
effective day-to-day decisions can be made in support of a high
guality growth management process.

With these factors in mind, the Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission has developed a Model Stream and Wetland Protection
Ordinance. This ordinance creates a "Lowland Conservancy Overlay
District"” as a complement to a jurisdiction's (municipal or
county) zoning ordinance. Within a designated overlay district,
special criteria and procedures are applied so that the
development process results in protection and conservation of
streams, wetlands and related resource areas. The model will
need to be modified to satisfy the particular needs of each
jurisdiction.

This document is divided into two main sections. The first is

a question and answer section which provides background for the
model ordinance in terms of certain technical aspects of stream
and wetland management as well as the legal framework for such
regulations. The second part is the text of the model ordinance
with a side-by-side "commentary™” which explains the reasons for
certain provisions, the ways in which provisions can be tailored
to local conditions, and sources of additional information.

This model may be used in conjunction with other suggested
ordinances and planning aids prepared by NIPC: Suggested Soil
Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance, Suggested Flood
Damage Prevention Ordinance, Suggested On-Site Stormwater
Detention Ordinance, and Stormwater Detention for Water
Quality Benefits.
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